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ssmss&s^- a turo-^nonth interruption the numbers of railroad cars passing 

through East German border cronsing stations have been reported for the first time « 
Information of this type makes it possible to determine fluctuations in the volume 
of traffic directed through specific border stations in both directions and to 
observe the ratio between incoming and outgoing railroad cars and thus to determine 
whether large numbers of empty cars are being assembled outside Bast Germany* 

According to the present report, the following numbers of loaded and empty ears passed 
through the border stations listed in both directions 
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The increased traffic directed through Hcrka, Forst 9 Guben, and Kuestrin was connected 
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with increased coal imports from Poland., Thoee increased imports have been 
observed since mid-Sep teraber 1953 and were n ecessitated bv the conversion of 
East German locomotives to hard coal firing.. I 1 
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